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On behalf of the Board of the Toronto Port Authority and its dedicated staff, welcome to the Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport.

It is my delight to welcome my friend Arthur Bishop, one of Canada’s most distinguished military historians, and himself a former WWII Spitfire pilot.  Over the past six months I’ve had the luxury of getting to know Arthur, and I can tell you that in a room full of senior politicians, business leaders and Generals last Fall at the Metro Convention Centre, it was Arthur that Canada’s Chief of the Defence Staff singled out as the Star of the True Patriot Love evening.  
We are also honoured to have members of Arthur’s family with us today, including daughter Diana Bishop, son Billy Bishop and his wife Ginny, as well as nephew Alex MacKay. 

Of course, Arthur is not the only accomplished war veteran of the Bishop family. His father had distinguished success in the skies over Western Europe, and had distinct ties to Toronto’s harbour, which are but two of the reasons why we decided last Fall to attach his name to this popular airport.

Air Marshal William Avery Bishop and his contemporaries share a common history. They were pioneers. They made immensely powerful contributions in defining what it means to be Canadian – like strength, vigilance, dedication to excellence, and selflessness. 

Like this airport, Billy Bishop was able to adapt and thrive as the world changed. Through it all, Billy Bishop, like this airport, was devoted to serving the public and building a positive, prosperous legacy to benefit others and the great city of Toronto.

When I contacted Diana and Arthur last year to see if they might agree to have the airport named after Air Marshal Bishop, they agreed immediately.  
Said Diana: “My father and grandfather loved flying into the Island Airport.”  
Arthur’s immediate response?  “It would be an honour.”

Subsequent to the Toronto Port Authority’s decision to rename the facility, we have come to learn from original correspondence that Billy Bishop personally helped create this airport. After serving so bravely in the Royal Air Corps in the First World War over Europe, Colonel Bishop, as he was at the time, returned to Toronto as military hero and future entrepreneur.  
Along with fellow Victoria Cross recipient Billy Barker, Colonel Bishop encouraged the City of Toronto and the federal government to establish an aerodrome on this very site.  You can have a peek at those letter following today’s ceremony.
In 1939 – 71 years ago – the Port George VI Airport opened.  It is fair to say that Billy Bishop launched the age of civilian flight in Toronto, just a few steps from where we stand today. 
Yet another historic achievement for a man who had no shortage of them.

In 2005, just over 28,000 passengers used this airport. At the time, it was popular with flying instructors, hobbyists and specialty air transport services. But commercial airline establishments didn’t see much of a future for scheduled service here.
Certainly no one wanted to build a $50 million terminal out of their own pocket. 

The carriers that operated out of this airport in the 1980s and 1990s had other priorities, or failed in their attempts to make a go of it financially.  Customer service and convenience gave way to cuts and consolidation.
In 2006, passenger traffic dipped to just over 22,000.
Then came Robert Deluce and Porter Airlines. He had the vision to launch an airline built on a foundation of excellent customer service. 

In 2010, more than one million passengers will use this great airport. Most of them are travelling on Porter’s fleet of Bombardier Q400 aircraft, considered to be among the most quiet and environmentally friendly passenger planes in the world. And they are built right here in Toronto.
The Toronto Port Authority is honoured and privileged to have played our part in this airport’s resurgence.  Today, the Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport is a bustling facility that will help deliver the prosperity and trade that will hopefully solidify Toronto as one of the great cities of the 21st Century. 

Torontonians like it. Business likes it. And travellers love it!
Two years ago, at our September Annual General Meeting, and again at the same meeting last year, I publicly called for other commercial carriers to discover what the travelling public had come to find.  This location is attractive for many short haul destinations, it is cheaper to land at, cheaper to fly from, it is easier to get to for many local residents, and provides visitors incredibly easy access to downtown Toronto for business travellers and tourists alike.  

Not surprisingly, two commercial airlines have responded to our call and the needs of their passengers, and we look forward to welcoming them later this year to this redeveloped site.

Over the past six years, the TPA has made strategic investments to make this unique airport capable of handling the services demanded by 21st Century air travellers. It started with the ferry terminal buildings in 2006, a modern day ferry, and has continued non-stop ever since.  Every single airport investment undertaken by the TPA will ultimately be paid for by passengers via airport improvement fees, and not public funds.
This building, which was 100% financed by Porter itself, is proof that we all believe in the theory of “user pays”.

With that spirit in mind, over the coming weeks, the port authority will be looking at proposals to build a pedestrian tunnel under the Western Channel to further improve access to the airport.  Recognizing many of the best practices of public infrastructure funding, this crucial project will be undertaken in partnership with the private sector, subject to the completion of an environmental assessment, a component of which involves a rigorous public consultation process.

Just last month, a new, larger ferry went into service, built right here in Ontario. Torontonians participated in a contest to name that ferry. Appropriately, they chose another Canadian hero known for her courage and determination to be its namesake – marathon swimmer Marilyn Bell.

In the same contest, Torontonians also voted to name the earlier ferry after Second World War pilot David Hornell, another Victoria Cross recipient who died trying to save his crew after an air-sea battle with an enemy submarine.  

Torontonians obviously share our vision for this airport – I also hope they see it as a historic place to honour the proud legacy of those who shaped our most sacred Canadian values.  By their actions, travellers are telling us they see it as a critical part of Toronto’s future prosperity.
Before I go, I would like to draw your attention to some remarkable historic items that are with us today, courtesy of the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa and the Billy Bishop Home & Museum in Owen Sound. You will find tunics from the Royal Flying Corps, the RCAF, and the actual medals awarded to Billy Bishop.

This includes the Military Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, the legion d’honneur, the Croix de Guerre, and of course, the Victoria Cross, the British Empire’s highest military honour. 
I would personally like to thank Canadian War Museum Director Mark O’Neill and Mary Smith from Billy Bishop’s Home and Museum for loaning these and other items from which we can all draw much pride and inspiration.

In conjunction with Arthur and the team at Monkey Media Productions, the TPA has produced a short video reliving some of the highlights of Billy Bishop’s life.  The video was made available earlier today on the TPA website, and a copy is in our media kits.  Although we had to edit out some of Arthur’s “fighter pilot” prose, it is a beautiful piece of work and will be a permanent feature of the new Billy Bishop memorial here at the airport, which will open in time for the CNE Air Show later this year.

If it wasn’t for people like Issac Brock, Billy Barker, Billy Bishop, Arthur Bishop, David Hornell, and the brave Canadian servicemen and women serving right now in Afganistan, Haiti and around the world, Canada would be a very different place.  It certainly wouldn’t exist as we know it today if not for all of these brave men and women, present and past.

Although the airport proudly bears Billy Bishop’s name, our goal is to also acknowledge the effort and sacrifice of the millions of Canadians who have worn a uniform and served our nation over the past 200 years.
I hope you agree that we’ve succeeded.
PAGE  
2

